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Mr. Chairman,

Distinguished Membe rs of the Committee,

I am pleased to be here today, on behalfof the Directo r-General of UN Geneva to introduce the Secretary

General's fourth progre ss report on the Strategic Heritage Plan of the United Nations Office at Geneva,

which is submitted herewith for your consideration pursuant to section X of General Assembly resolution

70/248, in which the Assembly approved the overa ll scope, sched ule and estimated cost of the project and

section XVIII ofresolution 71/272.

Progress

Mr. Chairman. Significant progre ss has been made during the reporting period towards achieving key

project milestones for planning, design, procurement and construction activities, including:

• the comp letion of excavation works started in April 20 17, as planned;

• the award ofa construction contract for the new building H on 4 September 20 17, within the budget

allowance. Works started at the end of October 2017;

• the issuance of design contracts for the further detailed design work for the renovation phase;





Utilization ofRental Income

It is proposed that the current annual rental income of UNOG and the projected rental income that will

result from the expanded capacity which would allow OHCHR to relocate to the campus, be applied to



Nextsteps

The project envisages that the following significant project design and construction activities will be

carried out over the next two years:

1. Construction of the new permanent building H to be completed at the end of2019;

2. Completion of the detailed design, technical design.and tender documentation for the

renovation works to the 1930's Historical Palais buildings during 2018;

3. Initiation and progression of the procurement activities necessary to select a construction

contractor for the renovation of the existing 1930's historical buildings during 2018.

Mr. Chairman, Members of the Committee

The support ofthis Committee and of the General Assembly for this important project has been clear and

consistent. The recommended actions of the General Assembly hi the context of the present report are

laid out in Section VII (paragraph 130). Key decisions to be taken in this regards include:

i) To decide on the scheme and currency of appropriation and related assessment for the

strategic heritage plan;

ii) To approve the establishment of a multi-year special account for the project; Should the

Assembly decide on a multi-year scheme of appropriation and assessment and the special

account, authorize the strategic heritage plan to access the working capital fund established

under fmancial regulation 4.2 and the special account;

iii) To take note of the decision of the Secretary-General to proceed fully with smart working

in the new building H;

iv) To request that the Secretary-General report on the results of the further feasibility and

design work for the implementation of smart working in the historical buildings of the

Palais des Nations, including a funding proposal for these additional works in the next

progress report at the latest;

v) To approve the establishment of one new temporary position of a Senior Procurement

Officer (P-5) to be based at the Office of Central Support Services in Headquarters,



effective 1 January 2018 for an initial period of one year to be funded within existing

project resources;

vi) To authorize charging the cost of the valorization consultancy services for 2018 to the

project, within the overall maximum cost approved for the project;

vii) To authorize the use of current and future rental income at UNOG to offset the Member

State appropriation related to the repayments of the loan.

Timely decisions of the Assembly on these matters are important so that the project can continue to

proceed as planned and that the financing of the project is secured as we now enter into high value

construction work contracts over multiple year periods.

Thank you Mr. Chairman and distinguished Members ofthe Committee for your attention.


